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Abstract. Vazha-Pshavela's "The Snake-Eater" stands as a unique
phenomenon within Georgian literature, where the hero's tragedy
transcends traditional ethical-social dichotomies and transforms into a
fundamental cognitive-linguistic crisis. This research draws upon the
Sapir-Whorf hypothesis of linguistic relativity (specifically linguistic
determinism), Ludwig Wittgenstein's philosophy of language, and
Jacques Derrida's deconstruction methodology. Through this theoretical
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lens, Mindia’s consumption of snake flesh is interpreted not merely as a
magical act, but as a radical "semiotic switch": the hero reclaims the
holistic language of "Eden" ("mythical consciousness"), thereby
breaching the boundaries of human language and deconstructing the
established binary oppositions of society (enemy/friend, nature/culture).

To demonstrate the ontological depth of Vazha's vision, the paper
draws parallels with other literary receptions of the Mindia myth—
Konstantine Gamsakhurdia’s "Khogais Mindia" (individualistic-
psychological interpretation) and Grigol Robakidze’s "Lamara"
(mystical-erotic interpretation). The study concludes that Mindia’s
tragedy is driven by the conflict between two incompatible "language
games"—the rational logos of the community ("Sagmo") and the
irrational logos of nature. Since Mindia’s transcendent knowledge
cannot be accommodated within the social linguistic matrix,
communication becomes impossible, condemning the hero to
"ontological silence" and inevitable physical destruction.

Keywords: Vazha-Pshavela, Linguistic Relativity, Sapir-Whorf
Hypothesis, Deconstruction, Logocentrism, Language-games, Mythical

Consciousness.
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% geeobBo: "The real world is to a large extent unconsciously built up on the language habits of
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> gceob3o: "It is quite an illusion to imagine that one adjusts to reality essentially without the
use of language... The real world is to a large extent unconsciously built up on the language habits
of the group."
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30\50150006 BcoQ)Go o640l 0306000, 60038@08 0666)33b bmeco@né
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39330690L. 3090 obogbl Lodmgoemgdol 031bdgbinéo doboéyeme
m3mBo(309d0L (Bhger0/8mygotry, 5odaoba/d1bgds) g3mblh&ndisosl,
omd(3 80beoool 0308360 »boydemb* boéndgnéobm3ob doymgdgemo
beogdo.

dgbodg, dobeoool eydocmo oo 6033500360 o0blbo gothggbdo0bols
98oboos g6l LoBrgergdol 3gLobgd. 8oboosl godmzaemgds (316gdal,
Gngmery bdogdhob gobss) 8mggse oodasbneo gbol LoBmgégdl
d0d0. 30bo0cob LoBmgomgdal §bmdE0g0 008580 965 (36mdl dLgogL
393m(300emgool, dobeood 6&6606)3@00 ,,mG@QOaouéo odoemo-
bm3ob“. b o6 3336@00 Lodoéaremols oodao, 60@306 bmeonaob
94bo 300630 53 Lodooremoborgol dgbodsdobo botyggdo o6 séLgomal.

Lodmemmme, 80bodl 030003 33emgem™os NG 6o ogbol
3939070 Gmam@(3 ©dIoG3bgds 96 Lobybhg. sewgduge cmbggol
3053@3000, domo 60l ,,UQongo éao@mbo“. dobood  voéhoo
oéBgbocmoym mogolo Egocmmdol (3m6gdal) germgyme o oo
0g3e ,goemd“ Egoemmdodo  (bemonddo) (3bmgergosdg. Lo zgmaemo
Qoé:?;o 36000@3(4)00 ,,36005(4)03 odd)o@“, 6(\03@00003 3oL 3336@00
oL gdabs  mogolo  ymogogbrgdol  s3lybconemmds.  gogo-
033039emod 59 3mgdoo ggohgqbo, 6™ 580560 560l 960l hygg, coo o9

08380060@06 80d8830, bbagnb\)ém@, 8b(‘0@0’)@ %080336)0
6060@336360[) %oba@ o640l HSbongbgqm.

3°302ygbgdyeo caphgBopyeo
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